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HEALTHSPAN VS. LIFESPAN:
THE DIFFERENCE THAT
CHANGES EVERYTHING

You probably know your cholesterol number.
Maybe your blood pressure, too. But do you
know how many times you can stand up from
a chair in 30 seconds? How far you can walk
without stopping?

One set of numbers describes how long you
might live. The other predicts how well — and
most of us have never measured it.

WHY THIS MATTERS

Lifespan is the length of your life. Healthspan is
the quality of those years — your ability to move
well, recover well, think clearly, and stay
independent. The goal is not simply more years. It
is more good years.

And healthy aging is less abstract than it feels. It
is built from ordinary choices repeated over time.
Movement, nutrition, sleep, and mental health do
not operate in separate lanes — they reinforce
one another, which means a small improvement
in one usually pays out in the others.
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THE FOUR PILLARS, AND WHY
THEY COMPOUND

« Movement :muscle, balance, mobility, heart and
metabolic health, confidence.

o Nutrition: energy, muscle maintenance, recovery,
brain health, blood-sugar stability.

» Sleep: healing, hormone regulation, pain
sensitivity, mood, decision-making.

+ Mental health: resilience, consistency, stress load,
quality of life.

These four form a feedback loop. A daily walk can
improve mood. Better mood can reduce stress
eating. Better food choices improve energy. Better
energy makes strength training feel less
intimidating. A small win in one pillar is more
powerful than it looks — that is how momentum
starts.

DID YOU KNOW?

e Adults should aim for at least 150 minutes of
moderate activity each week, plus muscle-
strengthening work on 2 days. (CDC)

e Most adults — including older adults — still
need 7 to 9 hours of sleep per night. (NIA)

o Adults can lose up to 8% of muscle mass per
decade after age 30 — which is why strength
work matters at every age.
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DR. SAM'S PERSPECTIVE

“I don't ask new clients how long
they want to live. | ask what they
want to still be doing at 80. The
answer is almost never a lab value
— |t's carrying their own groceries,
getting on the floor with grandkids,
traveling without a second thought.
That's healthspan. And here's the
part | love telling people: it's
trainable.”
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THIS WEEK'S PIVOT

Move every day this week, even if the session is
short.

Protect one consistent sleep and wake time.
Measure one function: chair stands in 30
seconds, or how a flight of stairs feels. That's
your baseline.

recovery.

NEXT ISSUE

The Longevity Advantage — why strength, mobility, and
balance predict independence better than the scale ever
will.

P.S. Know someone who'd want this? Forward it along —
they can get The Pivot in their own inbox.
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